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Sept. 2: From Pueblo Nuevo, the peace camp for guerrillas of the People's Liberation Army (EPL)
near Colombia's border with Panama, the New York Times reported on plans to transform the EPL
into a political party by year-end. The Colombian government's "peace adviser," Jesus Antonio
Bejarano, was in Pueblo Nuevo to offer the EPL guerrillas participation in Colombia's constitutional
convention next January. Although elections will be held in December for delegates, seats have been
set aside for guerrilla organizations opting for disarmament by January. EPL commander Bernardo
Gutierrez said that the government is promising to increase spending on social infrastructure in
poor areas in exchange for disarmament. Because of a wave of rebel kidnappings of ranchers, the
number of cattle in the Caribbean coastal region has dropped to 1.5 million from 3.6 million in
1985. [The April 19 Movement (M-19) demobilized in March, and established a political party, now
the country's third most important. The party's presidential candidate, former rebel commander
Antonio Navarro Wolff, received 800,000 votes in presidential elections in late May. In August,
Navarro Wolff became the first former guerrilla in Colombian history to join a national Cabinet
when he was named health minister.]
Sept. 7: Colombian officials said guerrillas of the National Liberation Army (ELN) conducted the
second dynamite attack in 48 hours against the country's principal oil pipeline. Crude oil losses
were kept to a minimum because pumps had been shut down since Sept. 5 when a similar bombing
caused spillage of 5,000 barrels. The state-run oil company Ecopetrol has been forced to discontinue
oil exports, resulting in millions of dollars of lost revenue.
Sept. 9: Daily newspaper El Espectador (Bogota) reported that the EPL guerrilla group has
announced its intent to disarm upon completion of next year's constitutional assembly. Sept. 16:
The Colombian government and the Quintin Lame indigenous rebel group signed an interim
peace agreement, concluding talks that commenced with a guerrilla cease-fire on June 27. Under
the pact, the government is committed to promoting peace process dialogue in Cauca department
(southeastern Colombia). Both sides agreed to convene to study procedures for the reincorporation
of Quintin Lame members into civilian life. Presidential peace adviser Jesus Bejarano said the
guerrillas requested a special place for indigenous representatives in the upcoming National
Constituent Assembly, but that the request was not a condition for continued dialogue.
Sept. 17: Government officials reported that rebels killed eight police and wounded four other
officers. Six of the victims died in an ambush by ELN rebels near the town of Simiti, Bolivar
department, located about 600 km. northeast of Bogota. The other two were killed by members of
the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) in the town of Puerto Lleras, Meta department,
located 350 km. southeast of Bogota.
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Sept. 21: Daily newspaper El Espectador published an editorial strongly criticizing President Cesar
Gaviria for his government's failure to establish an effective justice system, and to reduce crime and
violence throughout the country.
Sept. 24: Police reported the abduction of Margarita Silva de Uribe, mayor of the town of Cucuta,
located near the Venezuelan border. Silva de Uribe is former governor of Santander department.
Department police chief Col. Ernesto Vargas said Silva de Uribe was accompanying her two teenage
sons to school when all three were abducted. The boys were later released in the village of Villa
del Rosario. One of the sons, Juan Carlos, 15, told reporters that one of the abductors claimed
to be a member of an ELN faction. He quoted one of the rebels as saying that the mayor was
needed to relay a message that the ELN must be taken into account in the makeup of the National
Constitutional Assembly. Police in Bogota reported that two soldiers were killed and two wounded
when a FARC unit attacked a military patrol near La Libertad, Guaviare department. The FARC was
also blamed for the deaths of two police agents in the town of Campo Hermoso, Boyaca department.
When reinforcements were dispatched to a location where guerrillas had dynamited a highway to
cover their escape, the same FARC unit killed a third officer, and wounded two others.
Sept. 23: President Gaviria, confronted with a resurgence of guerrilla attacks, agreed to rebel
demands for international supervision of cease-fires. He said such supervision is possible "any
time the guerrillas halt their kidnappings, taking of hostages, terrorist attacks and recruitment of
children 15 and younger. "We are thereby removing any obstacle that might keep rebel groups from
adhering to the government's position of peace," Gaviria said. There was no immediate response
from the ELN and the FARC.
Sept. 26: FARC and ELN commanders released a communique in Bogota outlining conditions for
dialogue with the government: an end to the state of siege, and the extradition of Colombian drug
traffickers to the US; creation of a place for the two rebel groups in the Constitutional Assembly;
and, establishment of a policy aimed at protection and improved exploitation of the country's
natural resources; The document was signed by ELN commander Manuel Perez, and FARC leader
Manuel Marulanda.
Sept. 30: Military security analysts said the FARC and ELN guerrilla organization have launched a
joint combat plan that has already neutralized the army and police by inflicting at least 70 casualties
in the first 50 days of President Gaviria's administration. In the same period, rebels mainly the
ELN have kidnapped about 50 people, the most recent being Margarita Silva de Uribe. According
to military sources, new mobile tactics have enabled the guerrillas to occupy large portions of the
Magdalena Medio. Although rebel numbers in the area are estimated at 2,500, soldiers have been
unable to locate guerrilla camps. Rebels do not camp for long in any one place. When camps are
discovered, civilians assist the rebels to escape. The civilians, mainly agricultural workers, and
known as Bolivar militias, also serve as an intelligence network on seven different fronts for the
FARC. The Colombian government and the EPL have reached agreement on a plan to facilitate
peace talks, including the creating of several commissions to define discussion points on political
participation, socio-economic development, factors underlying violence and human rights issues.
The plan will permit the EPL to concentrate members in 10 camps located in Antioquia, Bolivar,
Cordoba, Caldas and Putumayo departments. A police bulletin reported that 60 ELN guerrillas
armed with machine guns and hand grenades attacked a penal institution at Yopal, Casanare
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department. Six officers were wounded. The rebels made off with five revolvers, a submachinegun
and a large quantity of ammunition. Oct. 1: Daily newspaper El Tiempo (Bogota) reported that
the government will issue a special decree granting pardons to guerrillas currently engaged in
demobilization. The pardon would affect members of the EPL, the indigenous Quintin Lame
movement and the Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT). President Gaviria has special powers to
issue the pardon under the state of siege.
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